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IMMEDIATE RELEASE

A New Exhibit Sails into Eleutherian Mills at Hagley Museum and Library
Wilmington, Delaware – March 2009 - “From the Orient: Souvenirs from Captain Samuel Francis Du Pont’s Voyage of 1857-1858” will open March 14, 2009, in the second floor exhibit gallery of the Eleutherian Mills Residence at Hagley. View furniture, fine and decorative arts, souvenirs, and curiosities brought back from China, India, and Japan by Naval Captain S. F. Du Pont for his family and friends. Du Pont later became a rear admiral in the U. S. Navy and it is for him the Du Pont Circle in Washington, D.C. is named. The exhibit is included in regular admission and tour.

Come and see the richness of these artifacts, the embellishments, the artistry, and the craftsmanship. View showy pieces that demand attention like a carved iron wood audience chair with touches of mother-of-pearl and a Verona marble seat (ca. 1857) and an intricately carved wooden bookcase (ca. 1858). Marvel at other artifacts that are delicate and illustrate beautiful detail work like a pair of embroidered silk lotus shoes, a Chinese Rose Medallion porcelain plate, and Japanese printed paper screens.

“In the middle of the nineteenth century, these objects from faraway lands were as delightfully exotic as they are today,” says Curator of Collections and Exhibits Debra Hughes, who curated the exhibit.     
Naval Captain Samuel Francis Du Pont escorted American diplomat William B. Reed to Peiping, China, in 1857 and collected these items and more during his expedition. 

The exhibit is included in the tour of Eleutherian Mills, which is accessible by bus. Buses run daily, 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Hagley Museum and Library collects, preserves, and interprets the unfolding history of American enterprise. Hagley is located on Route 141 in Wilmington, Delaware. For more information, call (302) 658-2400 weekdays or visit www.hagley.org.
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Biographical Information

· Samuel Francis Du Pont was born on September 27, 1803, at Bergen Point (now Bayonne), New Jersey. In 1806, his family moved to Wilmington and started a woolen-manufacturing business. S. F. Du Pont lived at Louviers across the river from Eleutherian Mills.

·  S. F. Du Pont was the nephew of E. I. du Pont, founder of the DuPont Company. He married Sophie Madeleine du Pont, daughter of E. I. in 1833.

· S. F. Du Pont attended Mt. Airy Academy in Germantown, Pennsylvania, from the age of nine to fourteen. He enrolled in the U. S. Navy on December 19, 1815, at the age of twelve, and received an appointment as midshipman. He continued school at Mt. Airy until he set sail on the U.S.S. Franklin in October 1817.

· After almost fifty years of service in the Navy, S. F. Du Pont retired to Louviers in 1863.

· S. F. Du Pont died on June 23, 1865, while on a visit to Philadelphia with his wife.

Naval Career Highlights

· The United States Navy did not have a naval academy, so S. F. Du Pont and other novice midshipmen received training in mathematics and navigation on board ship. S. F. Du Pont passed his examinations and was promoted to lieutenant while aboard the U.S.S. North Carolina.

· S. F. Du Pont was promoted to the rank of commander on January 10, 1843

· S. F. Du Pont fought in the Mexican-American War, commanding the Cyane, a two-gun sloop of war. He was in charge of the California blockade during the later part of the war. 

· After the war, S.F. Du Pont spent the next ten years on a tour of shore duty. During this time, he was appointed to the Light House Board (1851), general superintendent of the Exhibition of the Industry of All Nations (known as the Crystal Palace – the country’s first World’s Fair) in New York (1853), and selected for the Naval Efficiency Board (1855). 

· In 1855, S. F. Du Pont was promoted to captain and escorted American diplomat William Reed to China.

· S.F. Du Pont was appointed commandant of the Philadelphia Navy Yard in 1860, but was recalled to active duty with the outbreak of the Civil War. He was appointed to rear admiral in July 1862.

· S. F. Du Pont was relieved from duty following defeat in an attack on Charleston in 1863.

· S. F. Du Pont returned to Washington in March 1865 to serve on a board that recommended distinguished naval officers for promotion.

About the Voyage of 1857-1858

In September 1855, S. F. Du Pont was promoted to the rank of captain, and in early 1857 he was given command of the new steam frigate Minnesota. His first assignment was to take William Reed, U.S. Minister to China, to his new post in Peiping. Reed was to negotiate for additional treaty ports and for a broadened interpretation of the principle of extraterritoriality. On April 1858, the Minnesota joined a contingent of seventeen Western warships in a show of force at the mouth of the Peiho River. When the Chinese refused to make any concessions, a fleet of British and French gunboats opened fire on their coastal fortifications, forcing them to sign a treaty that was satisfactory to the Western powers. On August 15, the Minnesota departed for Nagasaki and then proceeded to Bengal, Ceylon, and Bombay. It docked in Boston on May 29, 1859.
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