[Late fall/holiday 2009-2010 text for web—final 11/30/09]

Experience the holiday season in the Brandywine Valley, with activities, tours, exhibits, special events, and more! Here are some cultural highlights. Visit each venue’s website for expanded listings as well as details about reservations and registration for select events. 
The Brandywine River Museum celebrates the season with A Brandywine Christmas, November 27, 2009-January 10, 2010. Enjoy an extensive O-gauge model railroad, Victorian dollhouse, antique dolls, and thousands of whimsical “critter” ornaments. The Annual Critter Sale of ornaments handcrafted by Museum volunteers is held December 5 and 6. A unique exhibit, Alice in Pictureland: Illustrations of Lewis Carroll’s Classic Tales, presents original artwork, proofs, prints, and first edition books with artists’ interpretations of Carroll’s classic tales. Holiday shops with items from skilled artisans are open most weekends in the Museum courtyard. 
The Delaware Art Museum celebrates 25 years of the Holiday House Tour. This eagerly anticipated event has been a highlight of the Wilmington holiday season since its inception.  Presented by the Delaware Art Museum Council, the Holiday House Tour features a self-guided tour of seven Wilmington homes and two artist studios decorated for the holidays, as well as the Delaware Art Museum, on Saturday, December 12, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. At the Museum, enjoy Fantasies and Fairy-Tales: Maxfield Parrish and the Art of the Print; Maxfield Parrish:  Illustrated Letters; Masterpieces in Miniature; and Delaware by Hand: Masterworks. Live holiday music will be performed by local groups. Take advantage of a sale in the Museum Store: 10% off total purchases from November 27 through December 31 (and 20% off for Museum Members).
The Delaware Center for the Contemporary Arts presents the Alternatives Holiday Craft Show December 4, 2009 from 5-11 p.m. Meet regional artisans and shop for unique wearable and functional holiday gifts such as jewelry, pottery, and more. From November 18, 2009-January 3, 2010, works by Ben Volta and students from the Margaret S. Sterck School for the Deaf are presented in Elettrostatica. Other exhibits include Jamey Grimes: Throughfall (through January 31, 2010), Amy Orr: Plastic Culture (through February 28, 2010), Talia Greene:  (Dis)order (through January 10, 2010),  Juan Perdiguero: Paisajes Macacos (Macaco Landscapes), (December 4, 2009–January 3, 2010),  Christopher K. Ho: Lesbian Mountains in Love, (December 4, 2009–March 7, 2010), Jen P. Harris: Conversations, (December 4, 2009–March 21, 2010),  Hong-Wen Lin: Journey Through Time, (December 11, 2009–March 7, 2010).
The Delaware History Museum of the Delaware Historical Society presents Frontier Delaware from December 18, 2009 through March 13, 2010. Two exhibits, Light on New Netherland and Colony to Community: The Story of New Sweden explore the impact and legacy of Delaware’s earliest European adventurers—the Dutch and the Swedes. On December 17th at 7 p.m. there will be a holiday concert in Old Town Hall, presented by The Choral Arts Scholars of Sts. Andrew & Matthew; afterwards, guests are invited to the opening reception for Frontier Delaware. In New Castle, the Read House at 42 The Strand (Wednesday-Friday and Sunday 11 a.m.-4 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m.-4 p.m.) will be decorated for the season beginning November 27, 2009. Select rooms feature winter greenery, and the Laird Tap Room will be arranged for a New Year's party. 

Dig deep into the world of dinosaurs during Dino Days presented by Band of America at the Delaware Museum of Natural History, Sunday, December 27 and Monday, December 28, 2009. Activities include dinosaur games, a fossil dig, and a paleontology scavenger hunt. Live reptiles from the Philadelphia Zoo will be on view so visitors can learn about their relationship to dinosaurs. Other special activities available only on these two days are professional face painting, Dino Photos in front of a prehistoric backdrop, dinosaur movies on view all day, and a crayon rubbing craft to take home. The Museum's current special exhibit, The Science of SuperCroc, is the perfect complement to the festivities as visitors view a 40-foot-long replica skeleton of this massive, extinct creature (through January 31, 2010).

 
Festivities at Hagley Museum and Library begin Friday, November 27, 2009 from 2-4 p.m. with Centreville Singers at Hagley. This choral group will sing Christmas carols at the Visitor Center, the Brandywine Manufacturers' Sunday School, and Eleutherian Mills. November 27, 2009 through January 3, 2010, experience Christmas at Hagley. The1803 du Pont ancestral home, Eleutherian Mills, is decorated primarily in Colonial Revival style for the holidays. Dried flowers, greenery, fruits, and other natural materials create a beautiful holiday ambiance accentuated by soft lights and Christmas music. Guests are invited to the Belin House Holiday Brunch on Sunday, December 6, 13, and 20 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. (reservations required; see website for details). Other highlights include the ongoing exhibit, Nineteenth-Century Patent Models: Innovation in Miniature. More than 120 working miniatures reflect the changes in nineteenth-century technology in spectacular fashion.
Let your imagination embark on a magical journey through a Christmas wonderland at Longwood Gardens in A Longwood Christmas, November 26, 2009-January 10, 2010. Twenty indoor “rooms” and acres of outdoor gardens feature dazzling living floral displays, opulent ornaments, stunning trees, a half-million lights, and dancing fountains. Enjoy holiday music with strolling carolers, organ sing-alongs, and evening performances from choral groups, madrigal singers, and handbell choirs. Renowned figure skaters perform in a fairy-tale setting. The Yuletide Buffet provides delicious meals and treats throughout the season. Young and old are invited for a family-friendly New Year’s Eve at Longwood.
Old-fashioned family fun is in store at Rockwood Museum’s Holiday Open House at Rockwood Park, December 4 and 5 from 6-9 p.m.; December 6 from 1-4 p.m. Entertainment, refreshments, holiday lights, crafts, holiday gift shop, and photo opportunities with Santa and Mrs. Claus make this a memorable way to kick off the holiday season at this Gothic Revival mansion and surrounding grounds. Craft workshops are held regularly, and include wreath-making, spiced gifts, gingerbread mansions, and dough-men snowmen. Other fun events include parlor games for tweens and teens; wee Wednesdays stroller walks; and tea parties. 
The premier showcase for American decorative arts, Winterthur Museum & Country Estate presents Yuletide at Winterthur from November 21, 2009-January 3, 2010. See Henry Francis du Pont’s ancestral home in all its opulence. This year’s tour features rooms decorated to reflect various seasonal vignettes, including the perennial favorite, Winterthur’s magnificent dried flower tree. A full series of special events, performances, and workshops will help to make your season bright! Visit the special exhibition Good Tidings to You: Victorian Christmas Ephemera from The John & Carolyn Grossman Collection, a charming look at vintage paper materials produced to celebrate the holidays. And don’t miss your chance to enjoy the exceptional exhibition, Faces of a New Nation: American Portraits of the 18th and Early 19th Centuries from The Metropolitan Museum of Art. 
Our hotel partners welcome you with seasonal specials. Hotel du Pont packages include Homes for the Holiday; Yuletide at Winterthur; and Christmas Wonderland. The Hilton Wilmington/Christiana offers a unique getaway package, Wrapped in Holiday Style.
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