Warm Up to Special Winter Values at

Brandywine Valley Gardens, Museums, and Historic Sites
Brief: Brandywine Museums and Gardens Alliance (BMGA) attractions offer inexpensive ways to fight cabin fever!
Wilmington, DE, January 19, 2011—Media Contact: MaryLynn Mack, 302-295-2390; publicrelations@hsd.org. FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE—From now through late March, warm up with some culture and stretch your dollars, too! Brandywine Valley attractions have a full slate of budget-friendly programs, exhibits, and activities. Visit each venue’s website for details.
____________________________________________________________________________
The Brandywine River Museum (www.brandywinemuseum.org) offers Free Sunday Mornings, with no admission charged from 9:30 a.m.-noon. Enjoy Breakfast on the Brandywine during your Sunday visit in the cafeteria-style restaurant with floor-to-ceiling windows and breathtaking views of the Brandywine River. Menu changes weekly and includes beverage; $5 adults, $3.50 child. Introduce children ages 3-6 to the Museum through Read-Aloud Tours for Young Children, Thursdays, February 3-March 17, 10:30-11:30 a.m. Each week features a different story and art activity. Reservations requested; included with Museum admission.
The Delaware Art Museum (www.delart.org) is open every Sunday, year-round, for free thanks to the generosity of AstraZeneca. Glory of Stories is offered Friday mornings except holidays from 10:30-11:30 a.m. for $3 per child, preschool and younger. The program includes a story reading related to the Museum’s current exhibitions and permanent collection, then the children will create their own art. The outdoor Copeland Sculpture Garden and the Labyrinth are free, open year-round. Every Saturday and Sunday the Museum offers a Highlight Tour at 1 p.m. featuring the permanent collection, and an Exhibition Tour at 2 p.m. featuring a current exhibition; included with admission. 

Admission at the Delaware Center for the Contemporary Arts (www.thedcca.org) is always free. Through April 17, enjoy a group exhibition, The Book: A Contemporary View. In conjunction with that exhibition, don’t miss the free family art-making program, You & the Purple Crayon, Sunday, March 20, noon-3 p.m. (ages 4 and up). Make lunchtime learning time at free weekly Thursday Art Salad talks that feature lectures by artists, curators, historians, and professors. Lectures start at noon; bring your own lunch, or arrive by 11:45 to order delivery from Cosi®. Complete schedule available on website.
The Delaware History Museum (www.dehistory.org) of the Delaware Historical Society offers free admission the first Friday of every month, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.

The Delaware Museum of Natural History (www.delmnh.org) welcomes visitors to its PNC Free Sunday Morning on February 13, 2011, with free admission from 9:30 a.m.-noon courtesy of the PNC Foundation. 

At Hagley Museum and Library (www.hagley.org), admission at Hagley Dollar Days, held Saturdays in February and March, is only $1. Enjoy interactive exhibits, demonstrations, decorative arts, costumed interpreters, and beautiful gardens at this bargain price.
Longwood Gardens (www.longwoodgardens.org) offers numerous special programs included with admission. Cell Phone Audio Tours of the Conservatory and Outdoor Gardens are free (your cell phone plan provisions and minutes will apply). The Family Series (January 22 and 29, and February 26, 2011) includes a musical performance at noon and 2 p.m., crafts, and a chance to meet exotic animals up close from noon-3 p.m. 

The newly restored 10,010-pipe Longwood Organ makes its debut on FanFare weekend, February 4-6. Visit the website for a complete list of exciting events to celebrate this amazing instrument. For other musical treats, the Curtis Institute of Music Student Recital Series showcases tomorrow's stars as they perform solo and chamber music at 1 p.m. on February 26, March 6, and March 13.  

Rockwood Park and Museum (www.rockwood.org) is the place for old-fashioned family fun. Low-cost special programs this winter include a Board Game Craft on January 27, 4 p.m; My Funny Valentine Tea, Feb. 13, 12:30-2 p.m; and Oil for Your Lamp, Feb. 27, 1-3 p.m. You’ll really dig the Introduction to Archaeology lecture, February 24, 7-8:30 p.m. Learn about a Valentine entrepreneur and her historic entry into the greeting card industry at Victorian Valentines, Feb. 6, 1-2:30 p.m. Join us for the Winter Warmer Tea on January 22, noon-2 p.m., or a Sweetheart Tea on February 12, noon-2 p.m. in the Butler’s Pantry. Gardens and park are open free daily from dawn to dusk.
The Brandywine Museums & Gardens Alliance promotes the art, culture, history, and beauty of the Brandywine Valley, and provides a central resource for journalists. For more information, visit www.brandywinetreasures.org or MaryLynn Mack, 302-295-2390; publicrelations@hsd.org. 

To contact member institutions directly: 

Brandywine River Museum, U.S. Route 1, Chadds Ford, PA 19317; www.brandywinemuseum.org. Lora Englehart, 610-388-8337; lenglehart@brandywine.org.

Delaware Art Museum, 2301 Kentmere Parkway, Wilmington, DE 19806; www.delart.org. Molly Keresztury, 302-351-8515; mkeresztury@delart.org.

Delaware Center for the Contemporary Arts, 200 S. Madison St., Wilmington, DE 19801; www.thedcca.org. Sara Monserrat Teixido, 302-656-6466, x. 7110; steixido@thedcca.org.

Delaware Historical Society (includes Delaware History Museum in Wilmington and George Read II House and Gardens in New Castle), 504 Market St., Wilmington, DE 19801; www.hsd.org. MaryLynn Mack, 302-295-2390; publicrelations@hsd.org.
Delaware Museum of Natural History, 4840 Kennett Pike, Delaware Route 52, Wilmington, DE 19807; www.delmnh.org. Teresa Messmore, 302-658-9111, tmessmore@delmnh.org.

Hagley Museum and Library, DE Route 141, Wilmington, DE 19807; www.hagley.org. Meg Marcozzi, 302-658-2400, ext. 238; mmarcozzi@hagley.org.

Longwood Gardens, U.S. Route 1 at PA Route 52, Kennett Square, PA 19348; www.longwoodgardens.org. Michelle Jennings, 610-388-5275; mjennings@longwoodgardens.org.

Mt. Cuba Center, Inc., 3120 Barley Mill Road, Hockessin, DE 19707; www.mtcubacenter.org. Jeanette P. Zipf 302-239-4244 ext. 243; jzipf@mtcubacenter.org.
Rockwood Park and Mansion, 610 Shipley Rd., Wilmington, DE 19805; www.rockwood.org. Philip Nord, 302-761-1722; pnord@nccde.org.

Winterthur Museum, Garden & Library, DE Route 52, Winterthur, DE 19735; www.winterthur.org. Holly Victor, 302-888-4803; hvicto@winterthur.org.
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