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From Our House to Yours: Holiday Entertaining at Eleutherian Mills

Wilmington, Delaware - November and December 2009 – “Glad tidings we bring to you and your kin….” This year’s “Christmas at Hagley” exhibit is inspired by thoughts of friends and family gathering to share a meal and wish each other good will. We welcome you to visit the “Christmas at Hagley​” exhibit, open Friday, November 27, 2009, through Sunday, January 3, 2010. Hours are 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The first bus leaves for the exhibit at 10 a.m. and the last bus at 3:30 p.m. The holiday display is included in the cost of admission and free for members.  Hagley, located in the beautiful Brandywine Valley is where the du Pont story begins, and features the original du Pont mills, estate, and gardens.  

Glimpse nineteenth- and early twentieth-century holiday entertaining in Eleutherian Mills, the du Pont family ancestral home. The morning room is ready for the New Year’s Day Calling, a tradition in which men visit ladies with whom they are related. An elaborate dessert service to celebrate Twelfth Night, called “le Jour des Rois,” is displayed in the dining room. Downstairs, the terrace room looks inviting as the table is set for an afternoon lunch. 

“Getting together with family and friends over the holidays has been a very long tradition that has stood the test of time,” says Debra Hughes, curator of collections and exhibits.  “The warm, friendly holiday displays at Eleutherian Mills evoke an earlier time before the advent of today’s hectic world.”  

Families will also enjoy the activities on Workers’ Hill. Visitors to the Gibbons House can warm up with a cup of hot tea or coffee and sample a freshly-baked snack. Children will enjoy making crafts and playing games in the Gibbons House and Sunday School. Activities on Workers’ Hill will be November 27 through 30; weekends in December (December 5, 6, 12, 13, 19, 20); and December 26 through January 3. 

On Sundays, December 6, 13, and 20, the Belin House Restaurant is offering a special holiday brunch from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Reservations are required. Call Fleur de Lis Catering (302) 425-5540 for details.

The Hagley Store will be festively decorated and brimming with a unique selection of books, gifts, and children's items for the season. The store is opened seven days a week, 9:30 a.m.  to 5:00 p.m. Hagley Members enjoy a 20% discount on November 13, 14, and 15 and free gift wrapping for purchases over $50. Members receive a 10% discount at the Hagley Store daily. 
Hagley Museum and Library collects, preserves, and interprets the unfolding history of American enterprise. Hagley is located on Route 141 in Wilmington, Delaware. Admission to the 235-acre museum site is $11 for adults, $9 for students and senior citizens, $4 for children six to fourteen, and free for children five and under. For more information, call (302) 658-2400 weekdays or visit www.hagley.org.
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