 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1You’re Invited to an Open House! 

Free Admission Day Returns on January 23, 2010

at Eight Brandywine Valley Cultural Institutions
Wilmington, DE/Chadds Ford, PA, December 14, 2009, Media Contact: Meg Marcozzi, 302-658-2400, ext. 238; mmarcozzi@hagley.org. FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE–“Come visit us for free...our doors are open!” is the message from eight members of the Brandywine Museums and Gardens Alliance (www.brandywinetreasures.org) that will waive admission fees on Saturday, January 23, 2010. 

The `free day’ was offered for the first time in 2009, and the results were overwhelmingly positive. More than nine thousand visitors turned out, despite the threat of snow. Personnel at participating institutions were thrilled that so many people took the opportunity to visit. The tremendous attendance shows how strongly the arts are valued in this region.

Initiatives like the Free Day support the Alliance’s mission to promote area attractions. People come from all over the country to visit the Brandywine Valley’s beautiful museums and gardens, and the admission-free day is an invitation for locals to beat the winter doldrums and get to know the treasures in their own backyard.

Eight attractions will be admission-free on Saturday, January 23, 2010: Brandywine River Museum, internationally known for its unparalleled collection of art by three generations of Wyeths; Delaware Art Museum, with a world-renowned collection of American art and illustration, and British Pre-Raphaelite art; Delaware Center for the Contemporary Arts, one of the nation’s leading contemporary visual arts organizations; Delaware Historical Society, including the Delaware History Museum and the Read House & Gardens; Delaware Museum of Natural History, with an African watering hole, dinosaur skeletons, and an interactive Discovery Room; Hagley Museum and Library, a 235-acre site along the Brandywine River that houses the remains of the original DuPont gunpowder mills and family residence; Rockwood Museum, an English country estate that features unique gardens and a Rural Gothic mansion; and Winterthur Museum & Country Estate, the ancestral home of renowned antiques collector Henry Francis du Pont, where the 175-room mansion set amongst 1,000 acres houses the preeminent collection of American antiques and decorative arts.

Whether it’s a spectacular art museum, a kid-friendly natural history museum, a historic site, or an estate, our doors are open–and on January 23rd, 2010, our cash registers will be shut! 

The BMGA Free Day is sponsored, in part, by 99.5 WJBR. 

_________________________________

The Brandywine Museums and Gardens Alliance promotes the art, culture, history, and beauty of the Brandywine Valley, and provides a central resource for journalists. For more information, visit www.brandywinetreasures.org or contact Meg Marcozzi, Public Relations Coordinator, Hagley, 302-658-2400, ext. 238; mmarcozzi@hagley.org.
To contact member institutions directly: 

Brandywine River Museum, U.S. Route 1, Chadds Ford, PA 19317; www.brandywinemuseum.org. Lora Englehart, 610-388-8337, lenglehart@brandywine.org.

Delaware Art Museum, 2301 Kentmere Parkway, Wilmington, DE 19806; www.delart.org. Dennis Lawson, 302-571-9590, x. 515, dlawson@delart.org.

Delaware Center for the Contemporary Arts, 200 S. Madison St., Wilmington, DE 19801; www.thedcca.org. Sara Teixido, 302-656-6466, x. 7110, steixido@thedcca.org.

Delaware Museum of Natural History, 4840 Kennett Pike, Delaware Route 52, Wilmington, DE 19807; www.delmnh.org. Teresa Messmore, 302-658-9111, tmessmore@delmnh.org.

Hagley Museum and Library, DE Route 141, Wilmington, DE 19807; www.hagley.org. Meg Marcozzi, 302-658-2400, ext. 238; mmarcozzi@hagley.org.

Historical Society of Delaware (includes Delaware History Museum in Wilmington and George Read II House and Gardens in New Castle), 504 Market St., Wilmington, DE 19801; www.hsd.org. MaryLynn Mack, 302-295-2390; publicrelations@hsd.org.

Longwood Gardens, U.S. Route 1 at PA Route 52, Kennett Square, PA 19348; www.longwoodgardens.org. Lynn Fetters, 610-388-1000, ext. 567; lfetters@longwoodgardens.org. (NOTE: Longwood Gardens does not participate in the January 23, 2010 open house.)

Rockwood Park and Mansion, 610 Shipley Rd., Wilmington, DE 19805; www.rockwood.org. Philip Nord, 302-761-1722, pnord@nccde.org. 

Winterthur Museum & Country Estate, DE Route 52, Winterthur, DE 19735; www.winterthur.org. Jeff Groff, jgroff@winterthur.org.
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