Brighten Your Winter with Flowers—Real and Imaginary--at
Brandywine Valley Gardens and Museums
Brief: Brandywine Valley attractions are in full bloom this winter with indoor gardens, floral artwork, and classes that will have you thinking of spring!
Wilmington, DE, January 24, 2012—Media Contact Molly Keresztury, 302-351-8515; mkeresztury@delart.org. FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE—Don't let winter get you down! Colorful floral splendor at three Brandywine Valley attractions will banish the blahs and put you in a springtime frame of mind. Visit each venue’s website for more details. Images available electronically on request.
____________________________________________________________________________
The Delaware Art Museum (www.delart.org) presents A Secret Book of Designs: The Burne-Jones Flower Book (January 28-April 22, 2012). Between 1882 and 1898, Pre-Raphaelite artist Edward Burne-Jones (1833-1898) worked on a series of small, circular watercolor images, each inspired by the name of a flower. His wife published these representations in 1905 in an exquisite facsimile edition limited to 300. The Burne-Jones Flower Book features all 38 images from one of these rare unbound books, recently acquired for the Museum's Helen Farr Sloan Library & Archives. The images are not of the flowers themselves, but rather of subjects suggested by their names. Many of the paintings draw on Arthurian and classical legends and on the Bible.

Beyond Words: The Symbolic Language of Plants will be on view February 4-April 8, 2012. Approximately 60 works in various media emphasize the historic and symbolic meanings of plants. Beyond Words—created by a group of D.C.-based artists known as Studio 155—is part of the Museum's Outlooks Exhibition Series, which encourages community involvement in the creation of exhibitions that will be hosted by the Museum. The show is inspired by artists' use of plants as symbols across cultures and throughout history. From Ancient Rome through Medieval times, the Victorian era, and into today, flowers, trees, fruits, vegetables, herbs, and vines have had special significance. This exhibition includes more than 60 works in watercolor, oil, tempera, and colored pencil.
There's no better place to leave winter behind than Longwood Gardens (www.longwoodgardens.org), where every day is a spring day under glass in the four-acre Conservatory! Visit the Orchid Extravaganza, through March 25, 2012, and explore a magical world where thousands of colorful blooms drape from walls, flow from baskets, and form captivating archways in artful displays. New this year, taking inspiration from the Conservatory's arching windows, the Orchid Extravaganza features a 13-foot living arch. Stand beneath this unique curved structure of 350 white Phalaenopsis and you'll feel your eyes drawn upward toward the violet orbs—each containing 120 plants—suspended above. 
Mt. Cuba Center (www.mtcubacenter.org) offers lectures and classes this winter to give you a head start on your spring garden. For details, cost, and registration information, visit the website. On Wednesday, February 8 from 1:30-2:30 p.m., find out about some of the best Native Plant Cultivars from instructor Jeanne Frett. Join this class to learn about the factors you should consider when deciding whether or not to use a cultivar. Discover some of the most exciting cultivars of trees, shrubs, and perennials and the ways in which you can bring them into play in your garden.

The Brandywine Museums & Gardens Alliance promotes the art, culture, history, and beauty of the Brandywine Valley, and provides a central resource for journalists. For more information, visit www.brandywinetreasures.org or contact Molly Keresztury, 302-351-8515; mkeresztury@delart.org.
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