Autumn Is Peak Season for Art at 

Brandywine Valley Museums
Brief: Brandywine Museums and Gardens Alliance (BMGA) venues have outstanding exhibits this fall.
Wilmington, DE, October 3, 2011—Media Contact: MaryLynn Mack, MLMack@dehistory.org, 302-295-2390. FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE—World-class art exhibits, installations, and events throughout the Brandywine Valley will delight art lovers this fall. Some highlights are below. Visit the individual institutions' websites for more details. Photos available electronically on request.
____________________________________________________________________________

The Brandywine River Museum (www.brandywinemuseum.org) marks its fortieth anniversary with Celebrating Four Decades of Collecting, through November 20. Works from the permanent collection in the Museum's four main areas of interest—landscapes, portrait and genre paintings, still life and trompe l'oeil, and Wyeth family art—are on display. Docent-led tours are offered Wednesday mornings from October 5-26.


Masterpieces by Andrew Wyeth from the Collections, through January 29, 2012 presents the museum's entire superlative collection of works created during the artist's 75-year career. 


Tours of Kuerner Farm, recently designated a National Historic Landmark, and the N.C. Wyeth House and Studio continue Thursday-Sunday through November 20. N.C. Wyeth's Treasure Island, Classic Illustrations for a Classic Tale, runs through November. Honoring Howard Pyle: Major Works from the Collections, is presented through November 17, as is Inspiring Minds: Howard Pyle as Teacher. 


The Delaware Art Museum (www.delart.org) begins its centennial celebration with Howard Pyle: American Master Rediscovered, November 12, 2011-March 4, 2012. Pyle was a popular illustrator and storyteller during a period of explosive growth in the publishing industry. The exhibition presents a fresh perspective on Pyle's familiar images by exploring his interaction with the art and culture of his time. In conjunction with the exhibit, the Museum is offering an illustrated lecture series. Topics and dates are Inspiring Minds: Howard Pyle as Teacher, with Virginia O’Hara, Curator of Collections, Brandywine River Museum (November 3); Catalysts and Concepts: Exploring Pyle’s References to Contemporary Visual Culture, with Margaretta Frederick, Chief Curator, Delaware Art Museum (December 8); From the Spanish Main to Hollywood: The Evolution of Pirate Dress, Real and Imagined, with David Rickman, writer and illustrator (December 12). All lectures at 10:30 a.m. $30 Members, $45 Non-Members, Director's Circle Members free; individual lectures $10 Members, $15 Non-Members. Registration available online.

On Wednesday, November 9, the Museum will commemorate the 100th anniversary of Howard Pyle’s death with a premiere of an exciting new documentary about the illustrator’s work and his influence on the entertainment industry and popular culture, "Howard Pyle & the Illustrated Story." Written, produced, and directed by Paul Mento of Silver Hand Productions, a Wilmington filmmaker with a lifelong passion for the artist, this documentary traces Pyle’s work around the world and his influence through generations of books, movies, and art. The screening concludes with a Q&A discussion with Paul Mento and Margaretta Frederick. Space is limited. Doors open 6 p.m.; screening at 6:30. $10 Members, $15 Non-Members, Director's Circle Members free. Purchase tickets online through the website.

The Delaware Center for the Contemporary Arts (www.thedcca.org)—where admission is always free!—has a wide variety of exhibits this fall. Skies Study video from Ken Fandell (through November 3) features a sequence of still sky images taken in diverse cities at different times of day. Speed of Light Machine, Ephraim Russell’s giant “monitor,” (through December 4) depicts indecipherable images made up of abstract patterns of light. FLUID (through January 21, 2012) is a group exhibition that celebrates the 75th anniversary of the American Abstract Artists, an artist-run organization founded in New York City in 1936 to expand ideas and promote the exposure and understanding of abstract and non-objective art.

In Perpetual Pivots (through October 30), artists Delainey Barclay & Ruth Sklut explore the themes of texture, repetition, and circles in a muted palette. Excavatum features sculpture from Christopher Manzione (through Feb 5, 2012); Masters of the Visual Universe (through Feb 5, 2012) is the 2011 MFA Biennial: Juried Group Exhibition.

You may not think of the Delaware Museum of Natural History (www.delmnh.org) as an art museum, but from October 7-November 6, 2011, Delaware's only professional school of art and design and the state’s only museum of natural history team up for a curated exhibition showcasing work inspired by the natural world. Since 2009, Delaware College of Art and Design students have volunteered at the Museum as part of the Foundation Seminar class. Students complete tasks ranging from photography to designing, illustrating, and painting. To further this collaboration, the Museum invited the student volunteers to create artwork for display. Items will be on sale to the public. 

Get a jump on your holiday shopping (or score a fabulous handcrafted item for yourself!) at the Hagley Craft Fair on October 15 and 16 at Hagley Museum and Library (www.hagley.org). This marketplace of talented artisans features works in wood, pottery, jewelry, fibers, metal, and other media.


Winterthur Museum, Garden and Library (www.winterthur.org) presents the 48th Annual Delaware Antiques Show November 4-6 at the Chase Center on the Riverfront in Wilmington, DE. Sixty of the country’s most distinguished dealers present the finest offerings of American antiques and decorative arts, including furniture, paintings, rugs, ceramics, silver, jewelry, and more. 

Three exhibits continue at Winterthur through January 8, 2012: Paint, Pattern & People: Furniture of Southeastern Pennsylvania, 1725–1850; With Cunning Needle: Four Centuries of Embroidery; and Made for the Trade: Native American Objects in the Winterthur Collection.
________________________________________________________________________________
The Brandywine Museums & Gardens Alliance promotes the art, culture, history, and beauty of the Brandywine Valley, and provides a central resource for journalists. For more information, visit www.brandywinetreasures.org or contact MaryLynn Mack, MLMack@dehistory.org, 302-295-2390.
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