Fall Is Peak Season for Color and Fun at 

Brandywine Valley Gardens, Museums, and Historic Sites
Brief: Brandywine Museums and Gardens Alliance (BMGA) sites invite visitors to enjoy a full slate of exhibits and activities indoors and out this fall.
Wilmington, DE, September 30, 2011—Media Contact: MaryLynn Mack, MLMack@dehistory.org, 302-295-2390. FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE—Fabulous foliage, glorious gardens, amazing exhibitions, and tours that tap into every interest from ghosts to weddings to toy trains make autumn an awesome time to visit the Brandywine Valley where Pennsylvania and Delaware meet. Some highlights are below. Visit the individual institutions' websites for more details. Photos available electronically on request.
____________________________________________________________________________
Hagley Museum and Library (www.hagley.org) Get a jump on your holiday shopping (or score a fabulous handcrafted item for yourself!) at the Hagley Craft Fair on October 15 and 16. This marketplace of talented artisans features works in wood, pottery, jewelry, fibers, metal, and other media

Wedding Traditions of the du Pont Family, 1813-1915 explores some of the du Pont family's nineteenth- and early twentieth-century wedding traditions, and follows the transformation of weddings from small family celebrations into much larger, elaborate formal events. Items worn by the du Pont family brides are featured. 

Enjoy fall foliage at its peak by walking Hagley's extensive property along the Brandywine River. Don't miss the photo op of the trees reflected in the water! On Sundays in October, Hagley's Golden Pheasants sponsor Family Hayrides from noon-4 p.m. 
Brandywine River Museum (www.brandywinemuseum.org) Tours of Kuerner Farm, recently designated a National Historic Landmark, and the N.C. Wyeth House and Studio continue Thursday-Sunday through November 20. N.C. Wyeth's Treasure Island, Classic Illustrations for a Classic Tale, runs through November. Honoring Howard Pyle: Major Works from the Collections, is presented through November 17, as is Inspiring Minds: Howard Pyle as Teacher. 


The Museum marks its fortieth anniversary with Celebrating Four Decades of Collecting, through November 20. Works from the permanent collection from the Museum's four main areas of interest—landscapes, portrait and genre paintings, still life and trompe l'oeil, and Wyeth family art—are on display. Docent-led tours are offered Wednesday mornings from October 5-26.

Masterpieces by Andrew Wyeth from the Collections, September 24-January 29, presents the museum's entire superlative collection of works created during the artist's 75-year career. 

Outdoors, stroll the exuberant wildflower garden along the Brandywine. A large bronze cow and an impressive pig statue are permanent residents; deer, hawks, and foxes sometime stop by.
The Delaware Art Museum (www.delart.org) begins its centennial celebration with Howard Pyle: American Master Rediscovered, November 12, 2011-March 4, 2012. Pyle was a popular illustrator and storyteller during a period of explosive growth in the publishing industry. The exhibition presents a fresh perspective on Pyle's familiar images by exploring his interaction with the art and culture of his time. 

The male-dominated Minimal art movement of the 1960s was characterized by an interest in basic geometric shapes and the use of industrially-produced materials. Anne Truitt (1921-2004) set herself apart by focusing on color and content. Anne Truitt: Luminosities, on view October 15, 2011-January 8, 2012, gives visitors the opportunity to experience her groundbreaking work.  

Enjoy the Museum's grounds by taking a walk in the Copeland Sculpture Garden. Three Rectangles Horizontal Jointed Gyratory III, by George Rickey, moves with the slightest fall breeze and fascinates visitors of all ages.  

The Delaware Center for the Contemporary Arts (www.thedcca.org) The DCCA—where admission is always free!—has a wide variety of exhibits this fall. Forms in Leslie Shellow's cause and effect (through October 9) grow, sprawl, regenerate, and creep across gallery spaces; Skies Study video from Ken Fandell (through November 3) features a sequence of still sky images taken in diverse cities at different times of day. Speed of Light Machine, Ephraim Russell’s giant “monitor,” (through December 4) depicts indecipherable images made up of abstract patterns of light. FLUID (through January 21, 2012) is a group exhibition that celebrates the 75th anniversary of the American Abstract Artists, an artist-run organization founded in New York City in 1936 to expand ideas and promote the exposure and understanding of abstract and non-objective art.

In Perpetual Pivots (October 5-30, 2011), artists Delainey Barclay & Ruth Sklut explore the themes of texture, repetition, and circles in a muted palette. Excavatum features sculpture from Christopher Manzione (Sep 24, 2011-Feb 5, 2012); Masters of the Visual Universe (Oct 7, 2011-Feb 5, 2012) is the 2011 MFA Biennial: Juried Group Exhibition.
The expansive grounds of Rockwood Park and Museum (www.rockwood.org) are spectacular in the fall. The garden style, known as Gardenesque, represents a landscape similar to an English park and features exotic trees in full color.


Special events for tweens include the Night Glow Party, October 21, 7-8:30 p.m., and live-action CLUE on number 11, 7-8:30 p.m., in which the classic family board game comes alive as the characters step out to help solve the mystery 


Ghost Tour in the Mansion I, open to ages 12 and up, is an entertaining search for things that go bump in the night. Saturdays October 1-29 and November 19, 7-8:30 p.m. Ghost Tour in the Mansion II is open to ages 16 and up, and demonstrates how to conduct an investigation, collect evidence, use specialized equipment, and review findings. Saturdays October 1-29, November 19, 9 p.m.-midnight. Reservations required for all ghost tours.
Mt. Cuba Center (www.mtcubacenter.org) invites you on an Autumnal Wildflower Garden Tour. In September, from the gentle swaying of Indian grass (Sorghastrum) in our meadow to the quiet ladies’-tresses orchids (Spiranthes) that dot our woods, you’ll delight in a landscape transformed. Through October 2, Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays at 10 a.m.; Saturdays and Sundays at 1 p.m. On the Fall Harvest of Color Tour in October and early November, trees and shrubs cloak themselves in gold, purple, and red and adorn themselves with nuts or fruits. Experience the magic before winter arrives. October 6-November 6, Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays at 10 a.m.; Saturdays and Sundays at 1 p.m.  

As a special treat, enjoy a formal Tea on the Terrace with instructor Donna Wiley, Saturday, October 1, 2-4 p.m. Reservations required.
Delaware Museum of Natural History (www.delmnh.org) From October 7-November 6, 2011, Delaware's only professional school of art and design and the state’s only museum of natural history team up for a curated exhibition showcasing work inspired by the natural world. Since 2009, Delaware College of Art and Design students have volunteered at the Museum as part of the Foundation Seminar class. Students complete tasks ranging from photography to designing, illustrating, and painting. To further this collaboration, the Museum invited the student volunteers to create artwork for display. Items will be on sale to the public. 

BOO! The popular exhibit Bats and Other Creatures of the Night returns to the Museum on Saturday, October 22. Get the family ready for Halloween with nocturnal animal games, presentations, and crafts.

Outdoors, the Museum's nature trail is a great spot for families to stretch their legs and explore the changes that occur in autumn.

Winterthur Museum, Garden and Library (www.winterthur.org) presents the 48th Annual Delaware Antiques Show November 4-6 at the Chase Center on the Riverfront in Wilmington, DE. Sixty of the country’s most distinguished dealers present the finest offerings of American antiques and decorative arts, including furniture, paintings, rugs, ceramics, silver, jewelry, and more. 

Three exhibits continue through January 8, 2012: Paint, Pattern & People: Furniture of Southeastern Pennsylvania, 1725–1850; With Cunning Needle: Four Centuries of Embroidery; and Made for the Trade: Native American Objects in the Winterthur Collection.

Outdoors, Garden Glimpses Walks take place through October with different themes. Explore 60 acres of the delightful naturalistic garden created and envisioned by the museum’s founder Henry Francis du Pont. Stroll along the garden and woodland paths or take a narrated tram ride. Discover the magic of a fairy-tale garden with a visit to Enchanted Woods, a unique children's garden.
Longwood Gardens (www.longwoodgardens.org) All aboard! You're invited to watch a Miniature Garden Railway tootle through a fanciful landscape in the Idea Garden. This year's display features Thomas the Tank Engine along with new bridges and water features. Through November 23. Get up close and personal with cucurbits in the Pumpkin Playground through November 1. Kids can roll, hug, even sit on pumpkins, while creating an ever-changing display in the Idea Garden.

Longwood's spectacular Outdoor Waterlily Display is at its peak in late September/early October. Later in the season, during the Chrysanthemum Festival (October 29-November 20), mums take center stage. More than 200,000 chrysanthemums are arranged in amazing configurations inside the four-acre indoor Conservatory. Cascades of chrysanthemums drape the walls while spiral chrysanthemum forms climb skyward towards a towering, three-tier chandelier constructed of vibrant yellow chrysanthemums hanging from the Conservatory ceiling. 
Historical Society of Delaware (www.dehistory.org) Steppin’ Out...Under the Stars at the Delaware History Museum celebrates a night out on the town. From the opening of the Indian Queen Hotel in1789 at 5th and Market Streets in Wilmington on the same site as the new World Cafe Live, the area surrounding the museum has been one of Delaware’s liveliest sites. The exhibit focuses on the history of elegant balls, celebrations, jazz clubs, theaters, and hot dance and party spots throughout town. Through December 31. 

In nearby New Castle, visit the Read House and see the 150-year-old garden in its fall splendor.  Encompassing one-and-half acres, the garden is divided into three sections: a formal parterre flower garden, a specimen garden filled with exotics and native favorites, and a large fruit orchard and kitchen garden with allées of pear trees and trellised grapes set by formal boxwood hedges.
________________________________________________________________________________
The Brandywine Museums & Gardens Alliance promotes the art, culture, history, and beauty of the Brandywine Valley, and provides a central resource for journalists. For more information, visit www.brandywinetreasures.org or contact MaryLynn Mack, MLMack@dehistory.org, 302-295-2390.
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