Fall Family Fun at 

Brandywine Valley Gardens, Museums, and Historic Sites!
Brief: Brandywine Museums and Gardens Alliance (BMGA) sites offer a full calendar of activities and events for families this fall.
Wilmington, DE, October 5, 2011—Media Contact: MaryLynn Mack, MLMack@dehistory.org, 302-295-2390. FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE—Pumpkins, hayrides, Halloween activities and more make fall a fabulous time for families to enjoy the Brandywine Valley, where Pennsylvania and Delaware meet. Visit the individual institutions' websites for more information about hours, admission fees, and special events. Photos available electronically on request.
____________________________________________________________________________

The Delaware Art Museum (www.delart.org) invites families with children ages 3-12 for spooky fun at the Festival of Goblins on Saturday, October 29, 4:30-7:30 p.m. Come in your most creative costume and go on a trick-or-treat scavenger hunt at the Museum! Make boo-tiful art, listen to spooky stories, take an enchanting luminary labyrinth walk, have your picture taken, and strut in a costume parade. Adults will enjoy an interactive DJ, plus wine and beer tastings. Kids: $15, Adults: $40; 4-Ticket Saver Package (any combination of kids and adults): $99; members save 10%. Tickets available online. Also for families with children ages 3-12, Howard Pyle Day: A Celebration of Illustration on Sunday, November 20, noon-3 p.m is a free event that celebrates the work of master illustrator Howard Pyle. Make fantastical art inspired by Pyle’s stories and illustrations, then listen and participate as storyteller/artist Jeff Hopkins brings Pyle’s characters and pictures to life. Kids are encouraged to come dressed as their favorite Pyle character.


Read-Aloud Tours at the Brandywine River Museum (www.brandywinemuseum.org) include a story, brief gallery tour, and art activity for children ages 3-6 accompanied by an adult, Thursday mornings at 10:30 a.m. from October 13 through November 17. Registration requested at 610-388-8382 or education@brandywine.org. On November 6 from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., celebrate Pirate Adventure Day. Create a pirate hat and parrot, listen to buccaneer tales, and go on a treasure hunt in the special exhibition, N.C. Wyeth's Treasure Island: Classic Illustrations for a Classic Tale. At 1:30, view the animated Disney movie Treasure Planet (PG, 2002), which brings Robert Louis Stevenson's story into the future.

Hagley Museum and Library (www.hagley.org) offers Family Hayrides from noon-4 p.m every Sunday in October. 


The Delaware Center for the Contemporary Arts (www.thedcca.org) has free programs for families with children ages 4 and up. Let your creativity flow at Find Your Flow: Fun with Abstraction (Sunday, October 16, noon-3 p.m.), with gallery games and art activities in conjunction with the exhibit, FLUID. Create a Woven Wonderland (Sunday, November 20, noon-3 p.m.) with textile- and fiber-based art projects and games inspired by Susie Brandt’s exhibition, Five Stumps.

Special events for tweens at Rockwood Park and Museum (www.rockwood.org) include the Night Glow Party, October 21, 7-8:30 p.m., and live-action CLUE on November 11, 7-8:30 p.m., in which the classic family board game comes alive as the characters step out to help solve the mystery. Ghost Tour in the Mansion I, open to ages 12 and up, is an entertaining search for things that go bump in the night. Saturdays October 1-29 and November 19, 7-8:30 p.m. Reservations required. 

BOO! The popular exhibit Bats and Other Creatures of the Night returns to the Delaware Museum of Natural History (www.delmnh.org) on Saturday, October 22 from 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Get the family ready for Halloween with nocturnal animal games, presentations, and crafts. Family-friendly activities shed light on nature's night shift. View a display of bat specimens and learn about the effect of white-nose syndrome on the bat population, watch an owl pellet dissection, enjoy a puppet show, make a craft, and meet live nocturnal animals including a toad, lizard, snake, and tarantula.

At Winterthur Museum, Garden and Library (www.winterthur.org), discover the magic of a fairy-tale garden with a visit to Enchanted Woods, but don't stop there! Listen for frogs by the Reflecting Pool; visit Koi in the Glade; ramble through Azalea Woods; play hide-and-seek in the Pinetum. Garden trams and the museum shuttle bus are wheelchair and stroller accessible. Indoors, 
have a pretend tea party or play in the general store in the Touch-It Room, and pick up a Preschool Pack to enhance kids' visits to the Galleries. On Saturdays, a Hands-On History Cart helps visitors of all ages explore themes related to special exhibitions.

It's "All aboard!" at Longwood Gardens (www.longwoodgardens.org). You're invited to watch a miniature Garden Railway tootle through a fanciful landscape in the Idea Garden. This year's display features Thomas the Tank Engine along with new bridges and water features, through November 23. Get up close and personal with gourds, pumpkins and other cucurbits in the Pumpkin Playground, through October 31 in the Idea Garden. Kids can roll, hug, even sit on pumpkins while creating an ever-changing display. Don't forget your camera! No matter what the weather, the Indoor Children's Garden enchants kids with pools, water jets, shooting streams, jewel-like mosaics, a tower, the Bamboo Maze, secret spaces, and more. With 17 fountains to enjoy, children love to splash and play—bring a small towel and possibly a change of shirt for the little ones.

Take a nostalgic trip to Grandma's Attic in the Discovery Center at the Delaware History Museum (www.dehistory.org). This wholesome, educational play area allows children 12 and younger try on vintage clothes, play with historic toys and games, and curl up with old-time books and magazines. Attached to Grandma's Attic are a market and a 1940s kitchen; children can shop in the old-fashioned corner store and pretend to prepare a meal. 
________________________________________________________________________________
The Brandywine Museums & Gardens Alliance promotes the art, culture, history, and beauty of the Brandywine Valley, and provides a central resource for journalists. For more information, visit www.brandywinetreasures.org or contact MaryLynn Mack, MLMack@dehistory.org, 302-295-2390.
# # #

