Numbers Add Up to Holiday Beauty and Fun
Brandywine Valley Gardens, Museums, and Historic Sites
Brief: Forget "Ten lords a-leaping, nine ladies dancing..." Here are some really impressive holiday numbers from Brandywine Museums and Gardens Alliance (BMGA) sites!
Wilmington, DE, November 1, 2011—Media Contact: MaryLynn Mack, MLMack@dehistory.org, 302-295-2390. FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE—Museums, gardens, and historic sites in the Brandywine Valley, where Pennsylvania and Delaware meet, have some astounding numbers for visitors this holiday season. Come and experience the beauty and fun it all adds up to—no calculator required!


Check the individual institutions' websites for more information about hours, admission fees, and special events. Photos available electronically on request.
____________________________________________________________________________

Longwood Gardens (www.longwoodgardens.org) installs 500,000 outdoor lights–yes, that's half a million!—for its Christmas display; the Gingerbread Fantasy will showcase 7,000 gingerbread cookies. The Delaware Art Museum (www.delart.org) has 12,000 objects in 80,000 square feet of gallery space. Track for the holiday model train display at the Brandywine River Museum (www.brandywinemuseum.org) is approximately 2,000 feet long; this year engineers hope to break 2010's record of the longest train ever, 170 cars. Toscana Chef Roy Eckbold spends 50 hours during a 2-month period to prepare the frosted boxwood for the Twelfth Night Display in the Eleutherian Mills dining room at Hagley Museum and Library (www.hagley.org). 

Winterthur Museum, Garden and Library (www.winterthur.org) has nearly 90,000 objects in its Winterthur Collection. Mt. Cuba Center (www.mtcubacenter.org) protects its plants from hungry deer (and perhaps an errant reindeer or two!) with 11,131.4 linear feet of deer fencing surrounding its core estate. The Delaware History Museum (www.dehistory.org) is an unparalleled repository of all things related to the First State, with 3,000 Delawareana objects in its collections. Guy Loraine, an artist in the "Masters of the Visual Universe" program at the Delaware Center for the Contemporary Arts (www.thedcca.org), catalogued and collected 16,000 fallen acorns for the artwork "Fuller and Grand Work Table with Ledgers and Twine." The Delaware Museum of Natural History (www.delmnh.org) will have a 135-million-year-old fossil of Jobaria's femur on display in the "Giants: African Dinosaurs" exhibit (Dec. 3, 2011-Feb. 26, 2012).

And finally, how many paranormal encounters have occurred at Rockwood Park and Museum (www.rockwood.org)? Nobody knows for sure...
________________________________________________________________________________
The Brandywine Museums & Gardens Alliance promotes the art, culture, history, and beauty of the Brandywine Valley, and provides a central resource for journalists. For more information, visit www.brandywinetreasures.org or contact MaryLynn Mack, MLMack@dehistory.org, 302-295-2390.
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